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Montgomery County , Maryland  Welcome s 

Firefighters from Haiti  
 

 
Firefighters arrive from Haiti on May 25

th
, 2009 for 2 weeks of fire and rescue training 
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The following is an article by Ben Stubenberg of the Carter Hill neighborhood of Rockville, who has been involved in humanita rian 

work in the fields of medicine, agriculture, and training in Haiti for over a decade.  

 

This Memorial Day weekend, 13 fire fighters from Haiti arrived in Rockville for two weeks of 

fire and rescue training at Montgomery County Fire Rescue Training Academy. This is no 

small event; Haiti has almost no professionally trained fire and rescue workers.  

Led by Chief Ardouin Zephirin,  one of the very few who are professionally trained (in New 

Jersey), the group will learn swift water rescue, urban search and rescue, fire operations, 

and emergency medical services among other skills. These capabilities are desperately 

needed in the ofte n storm ravaged Caribbean country of almost 9 million people that lies 

some 600 miles south east of the Florida Keys. Last year Haiti's third largest city of 

Gonaives was hit with four successive storms, including two hurricanes, that left 800 people 

dead and thousands displaced.  
wŜŀŘ .Ŝƴ {ǘǳōŜƴōŜǊƎΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ at:  

http://www.rockvilleliving.com/blog/entries/2009_05_firefighters_from_haiti#end 
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IFA members (Nate Lasseur, Kenci Saintil and E.J. Petit-Jeune) traveled from South Florida to 

Rockville, Maryland to assist with the training of 13 firefighters from Haiti. 
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